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might require the interpoeddai ofthe coin-mo- ra

authority. If, for example tha Str.te cf,
Ohio were, by. 1 uv, to prohibit any vessel en-
tering the- - port c.f Cincinnati, fio-- n lbs port'-o-

Louisville, iu Kentucky, if that ca be net
already provided for by the laws which it relate

cur coasting-- t rt.de, it would to
tent to the General Gcvenurent to en mil
the prohibition meriting fiom Statt.;. author-
ity. Graf the St rte Kt n'.ucky w. re io pro-
hibit the introduction, within its li: u;s,4nv
articles oi trade, the prcdue'ien cf the iadu--
try ofthe inhaliunts cj' the Stat f Ohio, the. 1

Cent ral Gove- u.mtnt r.iierht, l y its authori-- , !

ly, supersede the State enactmtn'. Cat I de I
ny that the General Govesnmeret has vny )
authoiity, whatever, ftotn the Consututica, a'
to abolish what is call, d the slave-tra- d or, la .

other words, to prohibit th n moval of slaves .
horn one ghive State ta r.nothrr slave S: .te.

The grant in the Constitution is cf a pow- -
er of rcgulaiun and r.ct p;e hibitien. It is
conservative and not destructive. Kcerula- - I

lion cx ri termini implh s the contimud axis !

teuce or prosecution of the thing r. e;uLt-d- - I

Prohibition implies tot tl dbcon:in;un:e cr !

annihilation. The regulation int-.n-lt- d was. j

designed to facilitate- - an I ittvotmxiodatc, not j.
to obstruct and incommode the commerce tr I

be regulaud. Can it be. pri tended that, im- - '

eler this power to regulate commerce atneng
the States, Congress has the power to pro- - f

hiblt the transportation of live stock which,
in countless numbers, are daily passing from
the Western and interior Stat s to tl.ecuth- - ?

em, South-we;er- p, and Atlantic Statu, s?

The moment the incontt stable fact is admit-
ted, theit negro si ms are property, the law of
moveable property irresistibly attaches itsAf
to them, and secures the right ci carrying; i

them from one to another Stito, where thev I f

are recognized as property, without any bin- - !

dranee whatever uoin Congress. .

But, Mr. President, 1 will not daain the ?

Senate longer on the subject of slavery with- - ; , ,

in the District and in Florida, and of the i ight ;

of Congress to prohihit the removal cf slaves -

f. om one State to a rot her. The? as I have
aire adv intimated, with ukra-:;bo!itionis- ts ar
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tf fhr lifo rl.-Min- n nfUrw
present President ofjhe United States, he
was charged with bein? an abol
abolition designs were imnnfed n rorinv nfO Jf vA
nia supporters. Much as I was opposed to
his e lection, & am to his Administration, I nei-
ther shared in making nor believing the truth
ofthe charge. He was scarcely installed in
ohice before the same, charge was directed
against those who opposed his election.- -

Mr. President, it is not true,' and I rejoice
that it is not true, that cither ofthe two great
parties in this country has and design or aim
at abolition. . I "should deeply' lament if it
were? true. I should consider, if it were
trtie, that the danger to the stability of our
system would be infinitely greater than any
which docs, I hope, actually exist. Whilst
neither party can be. I think, justly accused
of any abolition tendency or purpose, both
have profited, and both have been injured,
iri particular Joclities, - by the accession or
abstraction of abolition support. If, theac
count were fairly stated, I believe the. party
to which I am opposed have profited much
more, and been injured much less, than that
to which I belong. But I am far, for that
reason, from being disposed to accuse our
adv; rsaries ofbeing abolitionists.

And, now, Mr. President, allow me to
consider the several cases in which the au-
thority of Congress is invoked by these abo-
lition petitioners upon the subject ofdomestic
slavery. The first relates to it as it exists in
the District of Columbia. The following
is the provision of the Constitution of the
United States in reference to that matter:

"To exercise exclusive legislation in all
cases whatsoever over such District (not ex-

ceeding ten miles square) as may by ce ssion
or particular States, and the exceptance of
Congress, become the Seat ot Xaovernaaent
ofthe United States."

This provision preceded, in the point of
time; the actual cessions which were made
by the States of Maryland and Virginia.
The object of the cession was to establish a
Seat of Government of the United Slates
and the grant in the Constitution of exclusive
legislation must be understood, and should
be always interpreted, as having relation to
the object ofthe cession. It was with a full
knowledge of this clause in the Constitution
that those two States ceded to the General
Government the ten miles square, constitu-
ting the District of Columbia. In making
the cession, they supposed it would be ap- -

plied, solely, to the purposes of
a Seat o ernment; for which it was asked,
When irKaas made, slavery existed in both
those Commonwealths, and in the ceded ter-

ritory, as it now continues to exist in all of
them. Neither : Maryland', nor . Virginia
could have anticipated that, while the insti-

tution remained within their respective
limits, its abolition would be attempted by
Congress without their consent. Neither
of them would probably have made an un-

conditional cession, if they could have antici-

pated such a result.
From the niture ofthe provision in the

Constitution, an 1 the avowed object ofthe
acquisition cf the territory, two duties arise
on the past of Congress. The first is, to
i en ler the District a vail able, comfortable, and
conveni' nt, as a seat of Government of the
whole Union; the other is, to govern the
people within the District so.asbist to pro-

mote their happiness anl prosperity. These
objects as totally distinct in their nature, and,
in interpreting and exercising the grant of
the power of exclusive legislation, that dis-

tinction should be constantly borne in mind.
Is it necessary in order to render this place a

comfortable seat for the General Goverment,
to abolish slavery within its limits?, No one
can or will advance, such a proposition,
The Government has ..remained here near
forty years without the slighte st inconveni-anc- e

from the presence of domestic slavery.
Is it necessary to the well being of the peo-

ple of the District that slavery should be
abolished from among them? They not
only neither asked nord; sired, but are almost
unanimously opposed to it. It exists here
in the milhst and most mitigated form. In
a population of 30,834 there 'were at the
1 .st enumeration of the population of the
United Stab s, but 6,1 10 slavx s. Tha num-

ber has probably not much increased since.

Thev are dispersed over the ten mile s square,
engaged in the quiet pursuits of husbanlry,
or in m nial offices in domestic life. If it
were necessary to the efTuicncy of this place
as a seat of General Government to abolish
slavery, which is utterly d nied, the aboli-

tion should be confined to the necessity which
prompts it, that is, to the limits of the city of
Washington itself, lieyonl tnose limits,
poisons concerned in the Government ofthe
United States have no more to do with the
inhabitants ofthe District than they have
with theinhabitants of the adjacent counties of
Maryland and Virginia which lie beyonl
the District.

To abolish slaverv within the District of
Columbia while it remains in Virginia anJ

T,ri'l1n 1 c."tn itl thnt District is. within
the very heart of those States, would expose

them to great practical inconvenie nce and
annoyance. The District would become a
place'of refuge and escape for fugitive slaves
from thetwoSutes,and a place from which

a spirit ofdiscontent, insubordination and in-

surrection might be fostered and encouraged

in the two States. . Suppose, as was at one

time under consideration, Pennsylvania had

granted ten miles square withm its limit for

the purpose ofa seat ofthe General Govern-

ment: could Congress, without a violation of

good faith, have introduced and established

slavery within the bosom of the Common-

wealth, in1 the ceded territory, after she had

abolishedit soiongagoas the year 1780 A tt
the inconvenience to Pennsylvania m ins
cass supposed would have been much less
.i - .lL: vr:tr.!- - or4 M irvland m the

case we are arguing. - ,

It wak upon this viev of Ahe subject

the Senate, at its hsi session iWl-- . rrrl
that it would be a violation cf .implied fMtih,
resulting f.cm the transaction of the cession
to abolish slavery within the District of Co-
lumbia. And would it 'net be? . By implied
faith is meant that when a grant is "made tor
one avowed and declared purpose, known to
the parties, the grant should not i e perverted
to another purpose, uuavowed and undeciartd
and injurious to the- - grantor. The grant, in
the case we are considering, of the territory
of Coiunibia, was for a seitf Goytrnmcht.
Whatever power isftecesery ( uceoaip'hd-tha- t

object is carried .along .ly. the gran:.
But the ajbolitiou of slavery is net nect ssary
to the enjoyraent of the site as a seat of Gt ni-
gral 'Government.. The grant in the Consti-
tution, of exclusive power of legislation over
the District,was made to ensure, the exercise
of an exclusive, authority., of- the General
Government to render this place a safe and
secure seat of Government, and to promote
the well-bein- g of the inhabitants of the Dis-
trict. The power granted ought to. be inter-prete- d

and exercised solely to the end for
which it was grant eel. The language ofthe'
grant was necessarily broad, comprehensive,
anl exclusive, because all the exigencies
which might arise to render this a s cure-sea- t

of the Gcnerjd Government could not
have been forrsuc-- and provided for.- - The
language may1 possibly be sufficiently
comprehensive tp include a power of aboli-
tion, but it wouii not at all thrnce follow that
the power could be rightfully exercised.
The case mayj be resembled to that of a
ph nipote ntiary invested with a plenary power,
but who, at the same time,-ha- s positive in-

structions front his Government as to the
kind cf treaty which he is to negotiate and
conclude . If he violates these instructions,
and conclude a different treaty, his Govern-
ment is not bjbund by it. And if the foreign
Government is aware of the violation, it acts
in bad faith. Or it may be illustrated by an
exjmple drawn from private life. I am an
indorser for my friend on a note discounted in
bank. He applies to me to indorse another
to renew it, which I do in blank. Now,
this gives him pow:cr to make any other use
of my note which he pleases. But if, instead
of applying it to the intended ' purpose, he
goes to a broker and sells it, thereby doub
ling my responsibility to him, he commits a
breach of trust, and a violation of the good
faith implied in the whole transaction. . ,

But, Air. President, if this reasoning were
as erroneous as I believe it to be correct and
conclusive, is the affair of the liberation of
six thousand negro slaves in this District,'
disconnected with the three millions of slaves
in the United States, of sufficient magnitude
to agitate, distract and embitter this great
Confederacy?

The next case in which the petitioners ask
the exercise of the power of Congress, re-

lates to slavery in the territory cf Florida.
Florida is the extreme southern portion of

!he United States. It is bounded on all si los

by slave states, and is several hundred miles
from the nearest free State. It almostcxtends
within the tropics, and the nearest important
island to it on the water side is Cuba, a slave
island. This simple statement of its geo-

graphical position should of itself decide the
question. When, by the treaty of 1 8 19 with
Spain, it was ceded to the United States, sla-

very existed within it. By the tomes of that
treaty, thee fleets and property ofthe inhabit-

ants are secured to them, and they are al-

lowed to remove and take them a v. ay, ifthey
think proper to do sa, without limitation as
to time. If it were expedient, therefore, to
abolish slavery in it, it could not be done con-

sistently with the treaty, without granting to

the ancient inhabitants a reasonable time to
remove their slaves. Bnt further. By tho
compromise which took place on the psssago
of the act far the admission of Missouri into

the Union, in the year 1S20, it was agreed
and understood that the line of 30 de. 30
min. of north latitude shoull mark the. boun-

dary between the free States anl the slave
States tube created in the territories of the
United States ceded by the treaty of Louis-

iana; those situated south of it being slave
St ucs and those north of it free States. But
Florida is south of that line, anl, consequent-
ly, according to the spirit of the uuderstmd-in- g

which prevailed at the period allu lei ta,
should be a slave State. It may be true tint
the compromise does not in embrace
Florid and thut it is not aesolut ly Lindino-an-d

obligatory; but all can ii 1 and irnpmial
men must agree that it ought not to be-- disre-

garded without the most weighty con-ilTa-tlr- ms

:ml that nothing could be move to ho

deprecated than to o-- n an?y.the bleeding
wounds which were happily baun l up and
healed by that compromise Horui is the
only remaining territory to be a Imittel into

the Union with the institution of domestic
slaver', while Wisconsin an I Iowa are now
nearly ripe far ad nission without it.

The' next instance iu which the exercise of
the power of Congress. is solicited is that of
prohibiting what'is de nominate 1 bv the pe-

titioners tne sbve-tral- e between the States,
in abolition petitions, theor, as it is described

traffic in human beings betwee n the States.

This exerciso cf tin po wer of Congress is

claimed unl-- r the clause of the constitution
which invests it with authority to regulate
commerce with fareign nations, and among
tbo s.voraI States, anl with tne inaian irioos.
The'power to regulate commerce among the
several States, like powers in the constitution,

remained dormant in respe ct to
the interior trade by land between the States.

It was a power granted, like all other pow-

ers ofthe General. Governmeut, to secure
peace anl harmony among the States.

Hitherto it has not been necessary io exet-..- ..

A- - t. j : .v.
ciseit All th? cases m wr.icn, uutui- - ui

of tim?. it become expedient toprogress. , may
.1 . . . . .

exert the general autnonty io rcgauio wiu-merc-

between the Sutcs. cannot be conceiv

tlngcncies, which, 'if thy were to happen,

persuasive means m appealing to the hu-

manity,

I

and enlightening the understandings
ofthe slave-holdin- g, portion, of the Union.
If there were some kindness in this avowed j

motive, it must be acknowledged that there
was rather a presumptuous display, also of
an assumed superiority in intelligence ana
know ledge. For some time they continued
to make these appeals to our duty and our
interest; but impatient with the slow influ-
ence of their logic upon our stupid minds,
they recently resolved to change their sys-
tem of logic. To the agency of their pow
ers of persuasion, they now propose to sub-
stitute the powers of the ballot box; and he
must be blind to what is passing before us,
who does not perceive that the inevitable
tendency of their proceedings is, if thrs?
shoullbe found insufficient, to invoke, final-
ly, the more potent powers of the bayonet.

Mr. President, it is at this alarming stage
of the proceedings of ultra-abolitionis- ts that
I would seriously invite every considerate
man in the country solemnly to pause, and
elelibeately to reflect, not merely on our ex-

isting posture, but upon that dreadful preci-
pice down which they would hurry us. It is
because these ultra-abolitionis- ts have ceased
to employ the instruments of reason anl per-
suasion, have made their cause political, and
have appealed to the ballot box, that I am in-

ducer!, upon this occasion, to address you.
Tl ere have been three epochs in the histo-

ry of our country at which the spirit of abo-
lition displayed itself. . The first wTas imme-
diately after the formation of the present
Federal Government. When the Constitu-
tion was about going into operation, its pow-
ers were not well understood by the com-
munity at large, and remained to bo accu-
rately interpreted and defined. At that pe-
riod numerous abolition societies were form-
ed, comprising not merely the Society of
Friends, but many other good men. Peti-
tions were presented to Congress, praying
for the abolition of slavery, They were re-
ceived without serious operation, referred,
and repo; ted upon by the committee. The
report stated that the General Govern-
ment had no power to abolish slavery as it
existed in the several States, and that these
States themselves had exclusive jurisdiction
overthe subject. The report was generally
acquiesced in, and satisfaction and tranquil-
ity ensued; the abolition societies thereafter
limited their exertions, in respect to the black
population, to offices of humanity within the
scope of existing laws.

The next period when the subject of sla-

very, and abolition kicidently, was brought
into notice and discussion, was that of the
memorable occasion of the admission ofthe
State of Missouri into the Union. It is loo
recent to make it necessary to do more than
merely advert to it, and to say, that it was
finally composed one of thosa compromises
characteristic of o'ur institutions, and of which
the Constitution itself is the most signal in-stan-

The third is that in which we now find
ourselves Various causes, Mr. President,
have connbuted to produce the existing nt

on the . subject of abolition. The
principal o"ie,. perhaps, is the example of
British emancipation of the slaves in the
islands adjacent to our country. Such is
the similarity in law, in language, in insti-

tutions, and in common origin, between Great
Britain and to the United States, that no great
measure of national policy can be adopted in

the one country without producing a consid-
erable degree of influence in the other, Con-

founding the totally different cas- - s together,
ofthe powers ofthe British Parliament and
those ofthe Congress of the United States,
and the totally different situationsjof the Brit-
ish West India islands, and the slaves in th
sovereign and independent States of this con-
federacy, superficial men have inferred from
undecided British experiment the practica-
bility of the abolition of slavery in th se
States. The powers of the British Parlia-
ment are unlimited, and are often described
to be omnipotent. The powers ofthe Amer-
ican Congress, on the contrary, are few, cau-
tiously limited, scrupulously excluding all
that are not granted, and above all, carefully
and absolutely excluding all power overthe
existence or continuance of slavery in the
several Stat s. The slaves, too, upon which
British legislation operated, were not in the
bosom of the kingdom, but in remote and
feeble colonies having no voice in Parlia-
ment. The Wst India slaveholder . was
neither represented nor representative, in
that Parliament. And whilst I most fervent-
ly wish complete success to the British ex-

periment of West India emancipation, I con-

fess that I have fearful fore bodings of a dis-

astrous temptation ofit. Wh Ueve it may be,
I think it must be admiteel that, if the British
Parliament treateel the West India slave s as
freemen, it also treated the West India free-

men as slaves. If, instead of these slaves
being seperated by a wide ocan from the
parent country, three or four millions of Afri-

can nogro slaves had been dispersed over
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland, and
their owners had been members of th 2 Brit-

ish Parliament a case which ' would have
presented some analogy to that of our own
country --does any one believe that it would

have been expedient or practicable to have
emancipated them, leaving them to remain
with all their embittered feelings, in the Uni-

ted Kingdom, boundless as the powers ofthe
B ritish Parliament are?

'
Other causes have conspired with the

British example to produce the existing ex-

citement from abolition. I say it with pro-

found regret, but with no intention to occa-sio- n

irritation here or elsewhere, that, the re

are persons in both parts of the Union wh

have souchtto mingh abolition wuth politics,

and to array ens portion ofthe Union against

the other.- - It is the misfortune in free coun-

tries that, m high party Umes, a disposition'

too often pre vai Is to seize hold of every thing

that can strengthen one side or weaken the

might have been avoided by the course which
I should have been glad to have seen pur-
sued.

And I desire now, Mr. President,-t- o ad-

vert to some of those topics which I think
might have been usefully embodied in a re-pc- it

bv a committee of the Senate, and
which l am pursuaded, would have check-
ed the progress, if it had net altogether ar-

rested the efforts, of abolition. 1 am sensi-- M

sir, that this work would have been ac-

complished with much greater ability and
with much happier'elfcct, under the auspices
of a committee, than it can be my me. But
anxious as I always am to contribute what-
ever is in my power, to the harmony, con-
cord an i happiness of this great ptople, I
f..' 1 myself irresistibly impelled to do what- -

ever is m my power, in:o:npettnt as 1 ieel
! myself to be, to dissuade the public from
continuing to agitate a subject fraught with
the m'jst direful consequences.

There are taree classes of persons oppos-
ed: or apparently opposed, to the continued
existence of slavery in the United States.
The first are those who, from sentiments of
philanthropy and humanity, are conscien-
tiously opposed to the existence of slavery,
but who are no less opposed, at the same
time, to any disturbance of the peace, and
tranquility of the Union, or the infringe-
ment of tha powers of the States composing
the Confederacy. In this class may be com-
prehended that peaceful and exemplary so-

ciety of "Friends" one of whose established
maxims is, an abhorrence of war in alll its
forms, and the cultivation of peace and good.-wi-ll

amongst mankind. The next class
consists of apparent abolitionists that is,
those who, having been pursuaded that the
right of petition has been violated by Con-
gress, co-opera- te with the abolitionists for the
solo purpose of asserting and vindicating
that right. And the third class are the
real ultra-abolitionist- s, who are resolved to
persevere in the pursuit of their object at all
hazards, and without logard to any conse-
quences, however calamitous they may be.
Wkh them the rights of property are noth-
ing; the deficiency of the powers of the Ge-

neral Government is nothing-- , the acknow-
ledged and incontestible powers ofthe States
are nothing; civil war, a dissolution of the
Union, and the overthrow of a gavernment
in which are concentrated the fondest hopes
of the civilized world, are nothing. A sin-
gle idea has taken possession of their minds,
and onward they pursue it, overlooking all
barriers, reckless and regardless of all con-

sequences. With this class,, the immediate
abolition of slavery in the District of Co-
lumbia, and in the Territory of Florida, the
prohibition of the removal of slaves from
State to State, and the refusal to admit any
new State, comprising within its limits the
institution of domestic slavery, are but so
many means conducing to the accomplish-
ment of the ultimate but perilous end at
which they avowedly and boldly aim; are
but so many short stages in the long and
bloody road to the distant goal at which they
would finally arrive.

Their purpose is abolition, universal abo-

lition, peaceably if it can, forcibly if it must.
Their obje-c- t is no longer concealed by the
thinnest veil; it is avowed and proclaimed.
Utterly destituie of constitutional or other
rightful power, living in totally distinct com-
munities, as alien to the communities in
which the subject on which they would op-

erate resides, so far as concerns political
power over that subjett, as if they livied in
Africa or Asia, they nevertheless promul-
gate to the world their purpose to be to man
umit forthwith, and without compensation,
and without moral preservation, three mill-
ions of negro slaves, under jurisdictions al-

together separate from those under whir hthey
live. I have Slid that the immediate abo-- 1

liiton of slavery in the District of Columbia
and in the Territory of Florida, and the ex-

clusion ofnew States, were only means
attainment of a much more impor

tint end. Uufoitunately,.they are not the
only means. . Another, and much more la-

mentable one is that which this class is en-

deavoring .o employ , of arraying one por-

tion against another portion of the ' Union.-Wit-

"what view, in all their leading prints
and publications, the alleged horrors of sla-

very are depicted in the most glowing an d ed

colors, to excite imaginations an!
stTmulate the rage' of the people in the free
States against the people in the slave States.

IW sUvi-hoid- er is held up and presented

as the most atrocious of human bemgs. Ad- -

vertisements oi iugiuve sja.cuiu ui
be sold are carefully collected andblazoncd
forth, to infuse a spirit of d testation and ha-

tred against one entire anl the largest sec-

tion of tho Union. - And like a notorious
agitator upon another the atre, they would

hunt down and proscribe from the pole of

civilized society the inhabitants of that entire
Allow me. Mr. rresrienr, io

say, that whilst I recognise in the just- -

ly wounaea ieiings ut mc mmM.v.i
the United States at the Court of St Jam:s
much to excuso the notice which he was pro-

voked to take of that agitator, in my humble

opinion, he would better have consulted the

dignity oThis station and ofhis country mtreat-i- n

him with contemptuous silence. He
would exclude us from European society- -he

who himself can only obtain a contraband
admission, tnto it! If he be no more desirou?

of our society than we are of his, he may rest

asursdthit a state of eternal non-intercour- se

will exist between us. Yes sir, I think the

American Minister would have best pursued
the dictates of true dignity by regarding the

language of the malignant ravings of the

plunderer of his own country, and the libel-

ler ofa foreign and kindred people.

But the means to which I have already, rid- -

verted are not the only ones which.this third

classof ultra-abolitionis- ts are employing to

effect their ultimate end. They began their

operations by . professing to employ only

.OOT1IRN BANNER" i? published
I 'i-a-t ioca Ddli-ar- s in auvance, or bix
:i::he end oi the vear. suDJcrij--tio-

--ecelvei tbrlejs lir.r: six non'hi; nor v. ill
?a:iaaaaee b; mud-- j until -- 11 arrearages

;r;?nM:sn ivill b2 inserted at one aouzr
re. (;ea lin 3 or i ) ijt ihj ilrit time,

for e-c- .i cor.:ina':r:ce.
caniid-te- s z'or oiiice 10 each, in

ire5. t j the cr tib!
Jit bi ; ?Oj'. p.ad in ord.--r ''CV. Tft

r: r.drz :l for all Job Wort: done ci
as i!

involving rerson?.!
r.ier.c-- ) ca-'-f'te-

rriO?. Ana must, 1:1

;f 1.1 -
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E?SrXH OF MR. CLAY,
- SLTJECT OF ADOLITIO.N PETI- -

Feb. 7, 1S30,

- CLAY, of Kcuiuuky, rose to present
-i. aul si:J, t iiive rtceivel Mr.

:"i'.'.,.fa
pc-titio- ta thoSenite an J House

of the United States,
;vi5'itj present to the Senate. It is

a vv hunlrcd of tho inhabitants
d!s'.vi: of Cjlu.-nbia- , anl chiefly cf

';yf Wliiiitoa. Among; thetn I
'sj'thiintii; of the highly esteemed
'

- of the city, and other respectable
; sim 3 of vhioh are personally and

''irvv-v- to me. They express their re-.'.t- 3t

t:-j- subject of the abolition cf slave-- :

i';ri t'.ie District of Cohmbia conti-.'3- bi

o:os3 ' l a ion the cnsi deration of
inconsiderate and missiidi-- in- -

. -
x r.k . tt. i o:j!3ltl O.u-- T pans oi uiuti'u oiaitrs.

JSTi!'.
wMthit thev do not aesire tne aooti-

? silver v .vitatn tha D" iCt, even n
' Be:--- ?5 TrSi? t e very uaauestionable

"

r,f Without the consentof yn-jd- 1 whosj interests would bs im- -

Hi::ji .!;!? ttividirectly affected by the mea- -

:i;it i.a qutsticn solely between tiie
of th District an) their oaly consti- -

njl,nji3l.;ttire, purely nianicipal, and
;;:;vhi:a no exterior influence or inter- -

n'i:ivinte:fjt:e; that, if at any faturc
law:

I itiiepcei-I- of this District should de- -

i fie ibViitioa cf Savory ivithia it, they
ri ft.' Jribti'.ss make their wishes known,

iet Co I
:a it will be tir.o enough to take the mat- -

i!jc:asid: ration; that they do not on

sin, or s.nt themselves to Congress
tev are tUvc-hcdde- is many of
rr! soniD of them are conscien- -

:.!;op;,c-i- 1 to shvery but they appear
'v t' v i t- - 'ly respect the rights of those

. i . . e 4
vtJ t:ut: --..SCripttcu Oi piupuy, iiu i

the; nit. t tain a deep conviction that
n ! J agitation of the question by

no nsht to interfere with it,
; a nijiinoiH miiuence on the peace ana
:ti.irv of the community, and upon the
ihanl Uadpincss of those who are

::r, they fiaaliy protest as
'! "iiiiit ta ttn authorised intervention

LSH 'cuVh'V complain, as against any. le-;- r:

iVscri
:io; the part of Congress in compli-.- :

:':u:vu-ith- . But, as I wi?h these res-- -

p.v. hi jaei s to bo themselves- heard,
th it their petition miy he read

s read accordingly, and Nfr. Clay pro- -'

"EEL
' I em informed by the committee

-- 'irf rri st d rae Id oiler this petition, and
ixi, in: it txpnsses the almost unani-.'jSiutieaMi- ts

of the people of the Dis--- '.

Loi'imoia. '

FCL T'.' jv rformance of this service aflfords
Lake I 's.ti Mr. C.,a legitimate opportunity, o'
t ths ! I i-- x with the of the Senate, I

-- 3 ir to avaii myseli, to say sorneining,
::onthe particular objects, of the pe-;--,- t)

it upon the great and interesting sub-:'i".- h

which it is intimat ly assoctatttl. - ,

H well known to the S mite, said
" th tt I have thought tint the most ju- -

i
-- 2! course with abolition petitions has

'Hcl ti :.. rf ....I t,-- n:ir?;ipd- Vir Cnn or rr ? s T
j j-- -

;Ti that it would h ive been wis st
;'v ffc. ived and referred them, without

ft have reposed againsUheir
ctina c.dm and argumcn-".v;y- .'

alto the good sense of the whole
--tr.itv. It has been suopesed, howev--

:) a m t jofit? or ooagtcss inat v. was
xo-diin- lcl her not to receive the peti- -

- all, or, if form .illy received, not to
zedf ly upo.i them. There is no sub--- d

wr iirference betwef.n these opposite,
both look to an absolute rejec--ir- -

ta? prayer cf the petitioners. But
pai-ra- i

Cl!3i rreat diiTcrrnce in form of tha
'c--

f ng, and, Mr. PrcsidcntsomQ cxpe- -

the conduct of human affairs has
raeto believe that a neglect to observe

--shedfrmsis often attended with more
;evo::s consequences than the infliction

1 positive injury. We all know that,
'5a private life, a violation of the exist- -

re ;lg'sand ceremonies of society can-j-.U- e

place without serious prejudice.
icr-- t,r;:; that the abolitionists haye a con-('"appair- nt

force hv blending with
ft r ct which they have in view a collat-i-'r- d

't totally ditient question arising out
j pledged violation of the . right of

:he
v well, ani take great plea-testifyi- ng

r tkat nothing vas remoter
.1 :LV intfntion of the majority of the

1Vrotn which I difTered.than to violate
petition- in any case in which,

h".s l'J us ,uagment, that ngm cuuia
?.;Csitutonaliy exercised, or where the
hV'of 2 petition could be safely of pro-;-?

rant,d gtill) it mugt be own that
Wioaists haVe seized hold of the fact

'
,;- - Ir.atrnpnt which their pe titions ; have

Congress, and made injurious
upon the minds of a large por--

but so many masked batteries, ccnctaling f

the real and ultimate joh.t of attack. That f ;

point of attack is the institution cf domestic ;

slavery as it exists in these States. It is to : 1

liberate three millions of slaves held in bend-- ;

age within the m. And now allow me, sir, l
to glance fit .the insurmountable obs'acles
.which lie in the way ofthe accomplishment
of this end, and at the consequences which
would ensue if it were possible to attain it

The first impediment is the utter and also--

lute want ofall power en the part ofthe Gen- -

eral Government to cClct the purpose. Tha f

Constitution ofthe pmud States. creates. f ,

limited Government, comprising compara-- 1

liv ely few powers, and leaving the residuary I

mass of political power m the possession cf j
the several States. It is we 11 know that the I
subjoct of slavery interposed one cf the graat- -

est diffculties in the formation of the Con-- 1 1

stitution. It was happily-ccmpromise-- d and ,

aeljustcu in a spirit of harmony and puict- -

ism. Accoiding to that compromise, no ;

power whatever was granted to the G.nera!
Government in respect to domestic shvery.
but that which relates to taxation and repr e .

sentation, anl the power to restore fugitive e

slaves to their liwfui owners. Ail ether
power in regard to the institution of slavery
was retained exclusively by the Statfi to te '

exercised by than severally, according lc:
their respective views of then o'rrtf peculht' ; "

interest Constitution ofthe United
States never could have been formed upct,' i

the principle of investing the General Govj j '

ernment with authority to abolish the inrdtti; , ,

tion at its pleasure. It never can hcentin i

ued far a single day if the exeicise cf such ::,

power be assumed or i'surprd. .'
But it may be cont n 1 d by the ultn-ol- c

'

litioniits that their oeject is no; to s'hnuht .

the action ofthe General Govuunm, lir .

to operate upon the St it-- s tbemselvrs il
w hich the institution of domcsti; ihvciy t :J

ists. If that be their obj-'-ct- , w!iy are ti ;

abolition soclctit s an I ino- - raettts all ccaii; - .

ed to the free Stat si Why ar : the 1 v

Ftne s wantoal v anl cruelly use rll d i Wt '

do the abolition ss'S lee-.- w u n

tions tending to excite tutre.l anl ar.:-nc- --

on the part of the iahalitt-i.t- s cf th? fii
State? against th-as- c of thf- - Awe St.r.- -

Why U Congress pciiue.ned? The f.

States have no maie power or light tojr.tr
Atre with the int'itutiuas or ih" ave j

confiied io the txclusive iurislietc.i of the-;- '

States, than they woall hive to in rf
with the institution? existing :n auy hrr
country- - Whert would he th-vigh- eft
formation of societirs in Great Britain, th .
issue, of numerous infiamitory pullit stier1

anlthe smling out of lectures througho',
the kingdom, denouncing anl aiminer at tl
distinction ofany ofthe institutions efFranc I
Woull they be regarded as proceedings w
rante--1 by good neighLo:hd? Or whs
would bethought ofthe fomation of societH ;

in the thve States, the issu? ofviol-n- t c .

indimitory tracts, anl the deputation of ra 1

sioniries, pouring outimpassiond denunc x

tions against institutiens unler the cxclus:
control ofthe free States? Is their purp;1 .
to appeal to our understandings, and to- - acr--

ate our humanity? And do t.Vy expect
accomplish that purpose by holding us up
the scorn, ant contempt, ana aetsta::oa
the people of the fre3 Stiics and the whe
civilized world? The slavery .which erd'
amongst us is our affair, not theirs: anith
have no more just concern with it than th
have with shvery as it c.xis's ihroughDu; t
worll Why no: leave i. to us, as the ere
raon Constitution of our country hasie.ti
to be dealt with, unhr the guidmie of Pre)
dencc, 03 best-w- may or can) i

, e The next obnacale in th way cf abouel e

arises out of the fact of tb presence in
sJa.ve.Suus of 'three, millions ef ihv
They are there, dispersed throughout
I jd i, p rt ana parcel cf our popul

it I think,'.,?crnrnumtv. i T.1S.

A


